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Red flags raised after school 
board rescinds ethics policy 


BY DIANE SMITH 
dianesmith@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

Some school board members 
who voted to rescind a 4- 
month-old ethics and conflict- 
of-interest policy say they were 
unaware what they were approv- 
ing and want it reinstated. 

The Fort Worth school dis- 
trict’s Board Policy Committee 


is expected to revisit the matter 
at a meeting this week, perhaps 
as early as Thursday. 

The six-page policy includes 
strict rules regarding campaign 
contributions from entities that 
are “financially interested in the 
outcome of a contract,” guide- 
lines on what constitutes a con- 
flict of interest for board mem- 
bers and their family and limita- 
tions on gifts for board mem- 
bers. Vendors found in violation 


of the policy would be subject to 
penalties as well. 

The policy had been approved 
by the Fort Worth school board 
in April to replace a generic, 
one-sentence policy that had 
been in place since 2007. 

The vote to rescind the policy 
came at a specially called meet- 
ing on Aug. 15 at which board 
members called a $750 million 
bond election and tax ratifica- 
tion election, both of which are 


Tuesday. 

Trustee Ashley Paz, who 
chairs the board committee that 
crafted the new policy, said the 
bond election vote created a 
diversion at the board meeting. 

“The perfect time to slip in 
something into the agenda 
when you don’t want anyone to 
know about it is when everyone 
is focused on something else,” 
Paz said. “This is something 
that people need to be aware 


of.” 

The item was listed on the 
consent agenda and items on 
the consent agenda are voted on 
as a whole unless a board mem- 
ber calls for an item to be pulled 
or voted on separately. 

During the board workshop 
before the meeting, board Presi- 
dent Tobi Jackson asked trust- 
ees if they had any questions 
about agenda items or wanted 
any items pulled. No one had 
questions about the ethics pol- 
icy. 

“Anyone could have brought 
it to the front for discussion,” 
Trustee Christene Moss said. 

The board voted 7-1 to ap- 
prove the items on the consent 
agenda, with Trustee Ann Suth- 
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CHURCH SHOOTING 


Air Force error allowed Texas 
gunman to buy weapons 


BY DAVID MONTGOMERY, RICHARD 
A. OPPEL JR. AND JOSE A. DELREAL 


New York Times News Service 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS 

A day after a gunman mas- 
sacred parishioners in a small 
South Texas church, the Air 
Force admitted Monday that it 
had failed to enter the man’s 
domestic violence court-martial 
into a federal 
database that 
could have 
blocked him from 
buying the rifle 
he used to kill 26 
people. 

The conviction 
of the gunman, 
Devin P. Kelley, 
for domestic 
assault on his wife and infant 
stepson — he had cracked the 
child’s skull — should have 
stopped Kelley from legally 
purchasing the military-style 
rifle and three other guns he 
bought in the past four years. 
But that information was never 
entered by the Air Force into the 
federal database for background 


Devin 
Kelley 


SEE SHOOTING, 6A 


@ Family praying in church wiped out by 
shooter, 4A 

@ Churches must ‘wake up’ to unsafe 
conditions, expert says, 5A 

@ Gun safety advocates warn national 
groups: Stay out of Texas, 5A 

@ Texas gunman had assaulted wife, 
stepson, 6A 


NICK WAGNER Austin American-Statesman via AP 


A member of the FBI’s Evidence Response Team examines the crime scene at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs on Monday. The 
gunman behind the deadly shooting at the small-town Texas church had a history of domestic violence, authorities said Monday. 


Sex request, extortion led to 
women’s murders, police say 


BY DOMINGO RAMIREZ JR. 
ramirez@star-telegram.com 


WILLOW PARK 

Two women were shot to 
death Saturday evening by a 
John Peter Smith Hospital man- 
ager after they attempted to 
extort more money from him, 
according to an arrest warrant 
affidavit. 

Witness Sierra McMahan told 
police she and Krista McClellan 


Christopher Wall 
on Friday after 
they convinced 
him that they had 
recorded him 
soliciting them 
for sex during a 
massage, the 
affidavit states. 
McMahan 
stated McClellan and Ashley 
Pohorence contacted Wall on 
Saturday, and McMahan as- 
sumed they set up a meeting 


Christopher 
Wall 


from him, according to the ar- 
rest warrant affidavit, obtained 
by the Star-Telegram on Mon- 
day. 

Wall met with Pohorence, 23, 
and McClellan, 21, both from 
Arlington, on Saturday evening, 
and the two women were shot 
and killed, police said. 

Wall, 33, of Weatherford, was 
arrested without incident early 
Sunday at the home of his par- 
ents in Weatherford. 

The warrant gave this account 


Wall had contacted the wo- 
men for a massage on the social 
media site Backpage.com. 
McMahan and McClellan went 
to his JPS office Friday. 

It was on Friday that the wo- 
men got about $8,000 from 
Wall via extortion, according to 
the affidavit. 

After being contacted Sat- 
urday by the women, Wall sup- 
plied them the address of a 
Willow Park bank as a meeting 
place. 

McMahan drove with the two 
women and stayed in a vehicle 
as Pohorence and McClellan got 
in a maroon vehicle with Wall. 

After a few minutes, McClel- 
lan and Pohorence began to 
hurriedly exit the maroon vehi- 


LOCAL 
ELECTION DAY 


Polls are open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Tuesday for 
Texans to weigh in on 
both local issues and 
constitutional 
amendments. 3A 
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